MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF SEAT PLEASANT
SPECIAL MEETING
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2011
5:00P.M.

1. OPENING

1.1.1 Call to Order
Council President Gatling called the meeting to order at 5:04p.m._

1.1.2 Roll Call

Sr., Councilmember Elenora Simms,
Councilmember Reveral Yeargin

Session and thus it

2. PRESE " z-ATlONS

GISLATION
None

° w

4. MEETING TOPICS:
4.1.1. None

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
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Council President Gatling stated the City Council met on Friday, February
18, 2011 and they have some questions and concerns regarding the
development of the Feggans Center.

Councilwoman Simms stated that we met and had some concerns regarding
the engineering survey. The letter dated December 23, 2009 spells out the
concerns of the council regarding the engmeer survey.

Councilwoman Elenora Simms. The committee met and Selected the
services of the Technical Writing firm, Architectural ﬁrm and a financial
firm and reports were giving to the committee. i =

He stated that the $225,000 received.in the bond b111 isn’t enough to replace
the roof. The mold is a concern, and we w1]l need to replace the electrical
and HV AC. -

Oliver contradlcts Counellman

from Mr.

Councilwoman Gat.lmg ‘stated that her concerns are what can be done to
have the Feggans Center opened now. She isn’t concerned about will be

done around the Feggans Centers. She said that she isn’t in agreement with
the cxty gwmg up any land, as she feels the City has given up too much land

:géimoney He feels that it would be a waste of tax payer money to redevelop
the building. We can build another building. There was talk about changing
the doors and bringing rest rooms on the inside of the building to eliminate a
renter access to the entire building. He stated that all of the building will
need to be reconstructed the entire building.

Councilwoman Gatling wanted to know if we have received an estimate on
renovating the building or gutting the building. Mayor Grant stated that you
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are now talking about $2,000,000,000. Mayor Grant stated that the survey
completed by the residents is what has developed the drawings. Early on in
the process Councilwoman Gatling and Simms wanted multiple buildings
and he wanted just one building. Councilwoman Gatling stated that she
doesn’t recall making the statement on multiple buildings. Mayor Grant
stated that we can get estimates out of the current budget. He stated that as
leaders for the community we need to look at what is the best for our.city.

Councilwoman Simms wanted to know if we had enough money to
determine if the building was structurally sound. Mayor Grant sa1d yes the
monies may be in the budget. B
Councilman Yeargm stated that he has worked in cons

"-t"on for 25 plus

Counmlwoman Gatlmg.-.:__vasked the City Council if they would allow Mrs
Feggans to ask_a questlon It was the consensus of the councxl for her to ask

paffiig{rshipﬁ Councilman Hardy stated that he agrees with Mrs. Feggans and
“=wanted*to know can we just do a little at a time and the public/private
‘partnership can still come to the table. Mayor Grant stated it must attractive
enough for the partnership to come.

Mayor Grant stated that this is the way development is done. Councilman
Hardy stated that if the big picture is painted. How soon can we develop the
site? Mayor Grant stated that we can start the development in June for the
New Town Hall and Feggans Center. Councilwoman Gatling wanted to
know where the money will come from to build the Feggans Center and
Town Hall.
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e Councilman Porter stated that this area has been looked upon for
development. If you look to the left development is taking place. We have
been told for years that his is a prime time to build. Mayor Grant stated that
he wanted to maintain some of the integrity that the Council has regarding
the park. He stated that this has happened in several other areas New
Carrollton Bowie, Greenbelt and District Heights will begin soon. If we

s Councﬂman Porter stated that his concern is as he last spoke. We have had
several studies done on the site. He feels that he has the understanding
because of the studies being done in the past. He feels that we are in better
position to move forward. Many things have taken place around us and the
Sub Region IV plans. He stated that he would like to see what we can do to
have the project moved forward. He thinks it necessary that the Council be
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as open as possible. We have not had any development in a long time. He
stated that private/public partnership is the way things are being done now.
He feels that if they do nothing it would be hard for people to take the city
serious in the future. He stated that roof was done three times since he has
been on council. They had put several thousands of dollars on the roof at one
time. The project will be done in a phases.

Councilman Hardy stated that the Council concern wasn ’t against the project

done with the Feggans Center now. He stated that if it could be done in June,
let’s get started. -
Mayor Grant stated he doesn t feel the current bu1ldmg is the est use for the

stated that he clarified what: the engmeer study. She stated that we are back
to square one, as we don’t know how much it is going to cost us to do the
building. We need to know. what we are going to be working with. Mayor

know that the roof will: iC ost us up to $600,000. We know the bu11dmg will
need mold remoV’éd office space built, etc. We are up to $1,000,000,000.00.
If you are. wﬂhng tQ do that than you will do just what Senator Benson said

stated that the best model is private/public partnership. He stated that he isn’t
to talk about some things openly, but he may be able to get the Feggans
“Center built for free. He said that some programs under the O’Bama
Administration will be ending. We are losing the ability to go after certain
dollars. He stated this isn’t a Mayor Grant project or a pipe dream. We had
professional development firms prepare and present these forms to us. He
said his philosophy was one building. He said the citizens and the committee
made the decision. He said the only thing we didn’t do as a committee was
follow back up to make a decision and report back to the Council.
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Councilman Yeargin stated that we the Council no longer need to delay this
process. If you choose to delay this process you may as well get off the
Council. This will look bad for you in 2012. He said we have not had any
development in 30 years. He said this is a major. He said he doesn’t want to
be a part of the group that want things not a part of a group that wants to
complain

most part the committee has everything they need. In partlcular the report
from Park and Planning, which stated that you can get started with the
Feggans Center and Town Hall buildings. He said that Mrs. Feggans and
Councilwoman Gatling concern was the commercial: building. He was

thinking of a small CVS and maybe a convenient store. He isn’t thinking of
a business for mumble sauce. He said a senior center can be built and it
would be the only center in the inner beitway He said he is offended and

a -_1_s okay because they are white and
;';?t it is a pipe dream.

Councilman Yeargin stated- that ‘he can see the development take place. He
wants to see some new brICkS mcludmg his home. If anyone doesn’t want to

Councilman Raynor wanted to know the legality on private/public
partnershlp Mayor Grant stated that we have an attorney review and make a

decisions‘are be' g" made out of your personality. He said he isn’t speakmg
agamsf'Sué'smr:iﬁ but it isn’t his field of expertise. He said the disadvantage
would be to not get something done. We have report and a comprehensive
review from Park & Planning. They sat down with Mayor Grant, Mr. Ashton
April Bonner his previous Special Assistant. They met with the engineer
after the park and planning pointed out the pros and cons of the project. We
need to make sure we that we have an iron clad project.
Councilwoman Stephenson wanted to know how much will be the project
cost our seniors. Mayor Grant stated that he appreciated her questions. The
process will be through HUD and it is for seniors on a fixed income.
Councilwoman Simms stated that the Council may want to have additional

discussion with the Mayor regarding the project. She suggested that the
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Council put their concerns and/or ideas in writing by the next Work Session.
She stated to the Mayor that we are not closing the door to the project. We
are looking to have the Feggans Center re-open. She said that it is the
information from the constituent. Mayor Grant stated the Park & Planning
stated that you can get the building permit within 30 days. He said it is a
process. June will be the ground breaking process. He doesn’t mean you will
see a bulldmg in July. =

decision. Mayor Grant stated that the City has the money to do it. He said we
need to meet with the architect to discuss the building. He----sa1d we need to
meet with Global and dlscuss the bond bill and what the Clty s wants to do

illegal and wrong. e
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS
6.1.1. Crime Prevention Trammg, Saturday, March 5, 2011, City Hall, at
9:00a.m.
e 6.1.2. Regular Work Sess:on,
Chambers at 6:00p.m.<.. *
e 6.1.3. Public Sessmn Ivfenday, March 14, 2011, City Hall-Council

Chambers at 7 OOp m. X

Dashaun N. Lanham
City Clerk
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